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Although a p o c a l y p t i c i s m  has been a r a t h e r  c o n s t a n t  theme of 

C h r i s t i a n  h i s t o r y  from the f i r s t  through the t w e n t ie t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  in 

the p e r io d  s in c e  the French R e v o lu t io n  i t  has d eve lo p ed  wide-spread 

importance throughout the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  w o r ld .  During the early 

n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  i t  became a major f a c t o r  in  both G re a t  Brita in  

and North America .  In the 18 3 0 s  and 1 8 4 0 s ,  l i t e r a l l y  hundreds of 

thousands o f  Americans and some Canadians  were swept up in the 

M i l l e r i t e  movement. C h r i s t  was coming in  1843  o r ,  when that  date 

f a i l e d ,  in  1844 or on a h a l f  dozen or more l a t e r  d a t e s .  About the 

same p er io d  Joseph  Smith and h i s  L a t t e r - d a y  S a i n t s  were expecting 

the Lord to come to a new Zion somewhere in  A m er ica .  L a t e r  in the

same c e n t u r y ,  v a r i o u s  A d v e n t i s t s ,  B i b l e  S t u d e n t s  (Jehovah's

W itnesses)  and a g r e a t  number o f  m a i n - l i n e  E v a n g e l i c a l  clergymen 

proc la im ed th a t  C h r i s t  would soon come f o r  h i s  s a i n t s  and, shortly

t h e r e a f t e r ,  would smash the n a t io n s  w ith  a rod o f  i r o n .

In the tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  -  in  s p i t e  o f  the r i s e  o f  theo log ica l  

l i b e r a l i s m ,  neo-orthodoxy  and o th er  movements which have often 

de-emphasized C h r i s t i a n  a p o c a l y p t i c i s m  -  a p o c a l y p t i c i s m  has 

cont inued to i n c r e a s e .  Today m i l l i o n s  upon m i l l i o n s  o f  sectar ians  

such as the Seventh-Day A d v e n t i s t s ,  Mormons, J e h o v a h ' s  Witnesses, 

P e n t e c o s t a l s  and numerous o f f s h o o t  groups from those  movements
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I n  many ways t h i s i s  not s u r p r i s i n g .  S ince C h r i s t ' s  day

C hris t ian s  have p la c e d  g r e a t  importance on h is  second coming or

advent -  h i s  p a r o u s i a . Furtherm ore ,  the O l iv e t  Sermon or L i t t l e  

Apocalypse, e s p e c i a l l y  as d i s c u s s e d  at  Matthew 24 and at  Luke 17  and 

21, d e s c r i b e s  the end o f  t h i s  world as coming c a t a c ly s m i c a l l y .  The 

Apostle P a u l  a l s o  s t r e s s e s  the same thought (2 Thess. 1 : 5 - 1 0 )  as 

does 2 P e t e r  3 and most im p o rta n t ly ,  the R eve la t ion  i s  in la rge  

measure a c o n t in u in g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the t e r r i b l e  events that  must 

precede the end o f  t h i s  age o f  s i n ,  s u f f e r i n g  and death.

What i s  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g ,  however, i s  how Jewish in outlook 

Anglo-American, P r o t e s t a n t  n in e te e n th -  and tw entieth-century

a p o ca lyp t ic ism  i s  in comparison with most t r a d i t i o n a l  

a p o c a ly p t ic ism .  And i t  should be noted, too, how s t r i d e n t l y

p ro -Z io n is t  or I s r a e l i  i t  f r e q u e n t ly  i s .  For example, on 1 8 June 

1982 at  the v e r y  moment t h a t  I s r a e l i  m i l i t a r y  fo r c e s  were " b la s t in g  

their way i n t o Leb an on,"  Prime M in is te r  Menachem Begin was hosted in 

the United S t a t e s  as  g u e s t  o f  honor by an E v a n g e l i c a l  o rg an iz a t io n  

known as the "L o v e r  o f  I s r a e l . "  According to the popular p r e s s ,  

e v a n g e l i s t  Mike Evans t o l d  Begin th at  he was on a "d iv in e  m is s io n . "  

The "L o v e rs  o f  I s r a e l "  a ssu red  the I s r a e l i  prime m in is ter  o f  t h e i r

"p ra y e r fu l  s u p p o r t . "

S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  a l th ou gh  perhaps more s t r i d e n t l y  p r o - I s r a e l i  than

throughout Europe  and the Third World proclaim the imminent return

of C h r i s t  and the d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a s  w e  k n o w  i t .

S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t o o ,  many B a p t i s t s ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  M e t h o d i s t s ,

Anglicans and U n ited  Churchmen s e e m  t o  b e  to u c h e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  id e a s ,

just  as were many o f  t h e i r  grandp a r e n t s  
a century ago.



many E v a n g e l i c a l ,  fu n d a m e n ta l i s t  and s e c t a r i a n  P r o t e s t a n t s  in the

United S t a t e s ,  Canada and other  p a r t s  o f  the w o r ld ,  the 'Lovers  of

I s r a e l "  were and are  in many ways t y p i c a l  o f  them, as  anyone can

e a s i l y  see by v i s i t i n g  a few E v a n g e l i c a l  b o o k s t o r e s .  Protestant

d i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s t s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  emphasize over  and over again

t h a t  " n a t u r a l "  I s r a e l  i s  s t i l l  p l a y i n g  a major r o l e  in  sa lva t io n

h i s t o r y  and t h a t  in  th ese  " l a s t  days"  the God o f  Heaven w i l l  protect

h i s  chosen people  a g a i n s t  the hordes o f  I s la m  and the machinations

o f  modern a t h e i s t i c  Communism. In The F i n a l  Countdown, Charles

R y r i e  p r e s e n t s  p r o p h e t ic  accounts  o f  what i s  soon to  take  place.

A ccord ing  to him and oth er  C h r i s t i a n  d i s p e n s a t i o n a l  ap o ca lyp t ic s

such as C h r i s t i a n  and M is s io n a r y  A l l i a n c e  Church " P a s t o r  B i l l "

R. Goetz o f  A b b o ts fo rd ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  the Jew s  are  being

re g a t h e re d  to P a l e s t i n e  or I s r a e l  as p a r t  o f  G o d 's  design.

F u rth erm ore ,  they  are  a l ig n e d  with the ten n a t io n  c o n fe d e r a c y  which

grows out o f  the Roman Empire (su p p o sed ly  the ten  toes of

N ebu chadn ezzar 's  image d e s c r ib e d  a t  D a n ie l  2 and by apocalypt ic

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  the c o u n t r i e s  o f  the Common Market) and soon they,

the I s r a e l i s ,  w i l l  be a t t a c k e d  by the f o r c e s  o f  G o d le s s  Communism

which w i l l  come down as the "k in g  o f  the North" from R u ss ia n  i t s e l f .

N e c e s s a r i l y  t h i s  w i l l  lea d  to the r i s e  o f  the A n t i c h r i s t ,  the

r a p t u re  o f  the s a i n t s ,  seven y e a r s  o f  t r i b u l a t i o n  on the e a r t h ,  the

c o n v e rs io n  o f  I s r a e l  to  C h r i s t  and, f i n a l l y ,  C h r i s t ' s  return to

e a r th  with h i s  s a i n t s  to e s t a b l i s h  h i s  m i l l e n n i a l  kingdom and rule

over the e a r t h  from the c i t y  o f  J e r u s a le m  i t s e l f . 1

J u s t  how f a r  some o f  t h i s  a p o c a l y p t i c  can go i s  demonstrated by a 

sm al l  l e a f l e t  e n t i t l e d  "Why A l l  the V u l t u r e s "  by J o e l  Darby.
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published by E v a n g e l i c a l  T r a c t  D i s t r i b u t o r s  P.  
O .  B o x  1 4 6  E d m o n t o n ,

A lberta ,  i t  r e a d s  in p a r t :

"THE VULTURES a r e  c i r c l i n g  in the valley of Armageddon. 
God i s  p r e p a r i n g  a f e a s t  o f  seven months f o r  t h e s e  v u l t u r e s  
to feed  upon. And a new breed o f  v u l t u r e s  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  
I s r a e l ,  a b reed  never seen before . These v u l t u r e s  a r e  
m u l t i p l y i n g  a t  t h r e e  t imes the normal ra te  in I s r a e l .  This  
i s  a s i g n  o f  the end t im e s , "  w r i te s  former Rabbi Michael 
E s s e s  in  h i s  new book, "Next V i s i t o r  To Planet  Earth" 
(Logos, P l a i n f i e l d ,  N . J .  07060).  

I checked c a r e f u l l y  to au th en t ic a te  t h i s  t h r i l l i n g 
development b e fo r e  p a s s in g  on t h i s  in formation. I phoned 
P a s to r  A r c h ie  MacKinney, lea d er  for  many years  of the 
w orld-w ide  m i n i s t r y  to the Jew s ,  American Messianic 
F e l l o w s h i p .  A r c h ie  was one o f  the f i v e  of us who founded
BOOK FELLOWSHIP 30 y e a r s  ago.  For a number of years  he has 
been c o n d u c t in g  to u rs  o f  I s r a e l ,  and knows the s i tu a t io n  
over t h e r e  v e r y  w e l l .  YES, he assured me, i t  IS t rue ,  very 
true  in d e e d .  They c a l l  them buzzards over there and my old 
f r i e n d  t e l l s  me t h a t  whereas the buzzard normally la y s  one 
egg a t  a t im e ,  they  are  now la y in g  FOUR, and swarms of them 
are s u r p r i s i n g  the people  in northern I s r a e l .  WHY, they 
wonder, a re  t h e re  such in c r e a s in g  hordes of  these winged 
s c a v e n g e r s ?

W e l l ,  a c c o rd in g  to the B i b l e ,  they have a huge f e a s t  
coming and a t  the r a t e  God has arranged for  them to 
m u l t i p l y ,  i t  must be SOON. Nothing catches  our Lord by 
s u r p r i s e .  His  p ro p h e c ie s  always come t ru e ,  r ig h t  on time 
and no needed p r e p a r a t io n  i s  omitted.  There w i l l  be plenty  
o f  b u zzard s  to take  c are  o f  the v a s t  army of  s l a i n  men and 
h o r s e s ,  an army which w i l l  soon se t  out from the North to
conquer I s r a e l  and to capture  i t s  v a s t  resources and
s t r a t e g i c  m i l i t a r y  l o c a t i o n .  There i s  more than a t r i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  worth o f  ch em ica ls  in the Dead Sea a lone, and many 
other  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  b e s id e s  the id e a l  lo c a t ion  for  a 
n u c le a r  power to use in the capture  of  the vast  o i l  d ep o s its  
in  nearby  Arab l a n d s .  God knew that  t h i s  wealth was there 
long b e f o r e  man d i s c o v e r e d  i t .  He knew very  w e l l  the nature
o f  man, and the greedy  grab  that  the godless  fo rces  o f  the
Kremlin and her s a t e l l i t e s  were going to make for  i t  some 
d a y .

Darby then goes  on to t e l l  how God i s  going to s l a y  5 / 6 o f  the 

S o v ie t  Army w ith  h a i l s t o n e s  in s p i t e  o f  S o v ie t  attempts to outw it  

the I s r a e l i s .  Because  the I s r a e l i s  have modern radar and could 

detect  an a t t a c k  by S o v i e t  p la n e s ,  tanks or other war machines made



o f  m e t a l ,  the Communist l e g i o n s  o f  the "King o f  the  North are  going 

to  advance on P a l e s t i n e  a c r o s s  A s i a  Minor and S y r i a  on horseback 

c a r r y i n g  weapons made o f  " l i n g o s t o n e , 11 a " s t r o n g e r - t h a n - s t e e l  wood 

p roduct  made in H o l la n d . "  As Darby p r o c l a i m s :  " According to

R e u t e r s  News Agency,  R u s s ia  has brought  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  powerful 

a r c h e r y  equipment from the B r i t i s h ,  a l s o  drau gh t  h o r s e s  from a l l  

over  the w or ld .  We rep o rted  to you the s t o r y  o f  the amazing 

l i n g o s t o n e  many months ago. P a s t o r  MacKinney has some o f  i t .  

S c r a p s  o f  i t  burn l i k e  c o a l  in  a f i r e p l a c e ,  and E z e k i e l  sa id  the 

I s r a e l i t e s  would be burning the abandoned weapons in p l a c e  o f  other 

f u e l  f o r  seven y e a r s ! "

In a more (or l e s s )  sober v e i n ,  even p opu lar  g o s p e l  s in g e r s  take 

up t h i s  theme or a r e ,  a t  the v e r y  l e a s t ,  in f l u e n c e d  by i t .  In her 

re c e n t  popular  h i t  "Song o f  P r a i s e , "  e v a n g e l i c a l  s o n g s t r e s s  Amy 

Grant in to n es  the Hebrew words " E l  S h a d d a i , E l  Shadda i  E l -E ly o n  na 

A d o n a i ; E l  S h a d d a i ,  E l  Shaddai Erkamka na A donai"  to  hundreds of 

thousands o f  C h r i s t i a n  youth throughout North America in adulation 

o f  the God o f  I s r a e l .

C h r i s t i a n  fu n d a m e n ta l i s t s  a rg u e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a l l  as i t  

should be and quote t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  p r o o f  t e x t s  to  support  their  

p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  H e i l s g e s c h i c h t e . S e c t a r i a n s  do, quite 

u n d e r s ta n d a b ly ,  v a r y  the b a s i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  g iv e n  by "main l ine" 

d i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s t s  such as R y r i e ,  Goetz and the b e s t  known o f  them 

a l l  -  Hal L in d s e y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the t e a c h i n g s  o f  A d v e n t is t s ,  

C h r i s t a d e l p h i a n s ,  the Church o f  God ( F a i t h  o f  Abraham), the 

World-Wide Church o f  God, J e h o v a h ' s  W itn esses  and a dozen other such 

s e c t s  are  l i t t l e  more than v a r i a t i o n s  on a common theme; and this
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should t h e r e f o r e  i n d i c a t e  to the h i s t o r i a n  that  a l l  are born from 

the same womb -  whether ” l e g i t i m a t e l y "  or " i l l e g i t i m a t e l y . "

What d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  brand o f  C h r i s t i a n  

apocalyptic ism from oth er  types th ereo f?  And why i s  the Jew ish  

aspect t h e r e o f  so pronounced? The answers to these questions  are 

complex but emerge r a t h e r  q u ic k l y  when one does a l i t t l e  h i s t o r i c a l  

research to d i s c o v e r  the so u rces  o f  what fo r  s i m p l i c i t y ' s  sake may 

be dubbed " d i s p e n a t i o n a l  a p o c a l y p t i c . "  But before d isc u ss in g  those 

sources a t  l e n g t h ,  a few p o in t s  should be made.

F i r s t ,  the id e a  t h a t  " n a t u r a l "  or " f l e s h l y "  I s r a e l  continued to 

have a s p e c i f i c  r o l e  to p la y  in the unfolding of  s a lv a t io n  h i s t o r y  

after the f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  the development o f  the C h r i s t i a n  church i s  

a rather new and somewhat novel  one. While Hal Lindsey makes a good 

deal o f  the id e a  t h a t  the re tu rn  o f  the Jews to P a le s t in e  i s  one of 

the s igns  which " p r o v e s "  th a t  we are l i v i n g  in the " l a s t  days" or 

"end t i m e s , "  t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  nothing to show that  the w r i te r s  o f  

the New Testament had any such id e a .  As Stephen T ra v is  says :  "To

begin w i th ,  t h e r e  i s  not a whisper about t h i s  in the New Testament. 

Chapters 9 - 1 1  o f  P a u l ' s  L e t t e r  to the Romans speaks at length about 

the d e s t in y  o f  I s r a e l ,  but P a u l ' s  g r e a t  hope there i s  for  a 

s p i r i t u a l  r e t u r n  o f  the Je w is h  people to C h r i s t .  Paul says nothing 

about Jew s  r e t u r n i n g  from a l l  over the world to the land o f

P a l e s t i n e . " 2 F u r th e rm o re ,  P au l  and the e a r l y  Church as a whole

stressed the i d e a  t h a t  the Church i t s e l f  was the I s r a e l  of  God. The 

Jerusalem C o u n c i l  mentioned a t  A cts  15  app lied  the words of  Amos the 

prophet to the Church -  not f l e s h l y  I s r a e l  -  to support P a u l ' s  id e a :  

"After t h i s  I  w i l l  r e t u r n ,  and w i l l  reb u i ld  the tabernac le  o f  David

-1 5 1 -



which has f a l l e n  down. I w i l l  r e b u i l d  i t s  r u i n s ,  and I w i l l  s e t  i t

up, so the r e s t  o f  mankind may seek the L o rd ,  even a l l  the G e n t i le s

upon whom My name i s  c a l l e d ,  s a y s  the Lord who does a l l  these

t h i n g s .  Known to God are  a l l  His works from the b eg in n in g  o f  the

w o r l d . "  (Acts  1 5 : 1 6 - 1 8  NKJV). And i f  t h i s  were not enough, the

A p o s t le  P au l  h im s e l f  s t a t e d :  "And i f  you a re  C h r i s t ' s ,  then you are

Abraham's seed ,  and h e i r s  a c c o rd in g  to the prom ise"  ( G a l a t i a n s  3:29 

NKJV)

S e c o n d ly ,  the Church has seldom attem pted  to g i v e  a l i t e r a l  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  R e v e l a t io n  c h a p t e r s  7 and 14 where the 144,000 

members o f  the tw elve  t r i b e s  o f  I s r a e l  (minus the t r i b e  o f  Dan) are 

d e s c r ib e d  as s tan d in g  on Mount Zion w ith  the Lamb o f  God. 

E x p o s i t o r s  have  g e n e r a l l y  been w ise  enough to r e a l i z e  t h a t  these

p a s s a g e s  are  c l e a r l y  sy m b o l ic ,  fo r  i f  the 14 4 ,0 0 0  a re  l i t e r a l  

I s r a e l i t e s ,  they  are  a l s o  a l l  male v i r g i n s  who have "n o t  d e f i l e d  

th em se lves  with women." Yet  th e re  a re  l i t e r a l i s t s  who, through 

s t r a n g e  systems o f  " l o g i c , "  manage to ig n o re  t h i s  f a c t .

T h i r d l y ,  from the time o f  S t .  A u g u st in e  u n t i l  the nineteenth

c e n t u r y ,  most C h r i s t i a n s  -  P r o t e s t a n t s  as w e l l  as  C a t h o l i c s  -  tended

to be p o s t - m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  r a t h e r  than p r e - m i l l e n n i a l i s t s .3 As a

consequence ,  the id ea  th a t  the Church was the " I s r a e l  o f  God" was

stren gth en ed  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  For t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  

schema l e f t  no p l a c e  fo r  the f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  b i l b i c a l  prophecy on 

f l e s h l y  I s r a e l .

I t  must be asked a g a i n ,  then ,  how the p r e s e n t ,  l a r g e l y  

p h i l o - J e w i s h , p r e - m i l l e n n i a l i s t , d i s p e n s a t i o n a l  E v a n g e l i c a l  and 

s e c t a r i a n  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  came in to  b e ing?  And why, to o ,  have
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En g l ish -s p e a k in g  la n d s  been f r e e , at least 
t o  a  s o m e w h a t  g r e a t e r 

degree, o f  the most s e r i o u s  types  of 
a n t i - s e m i t i s m  t h a t  h a v e

affected many C a t h o l i c and some other P ro t e s t a n t  lands?

I n the f i r s t  p l a c e ,  i t  must be recognized that pre-millennialist

ideas were common in  the e a r l y  Church, and with them  a general 

b e l ie f  th a t  Old Testament proph ec ies  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  I s r a e l  w o u l d  b e

f u l f i l l e d  l i t e r a l l y  here on earth. Justin Martyr is quite specific

on t h is  p o in t  in h i s  e x e g e s i s  o f  R e v e la t io n  20. He t i e s  that t e x t

in with a prophecy  o f  I s a i a h  and in d ic a t e s  that  many -  a lthought not

al l  - g o o d  C h r i s t i a n s  b e l i e v e d  in a  fu tu re  e a r t h ly  m i l le n n ia l

kingdom w ith  C h r i s t  r u l i n g  from J e r u s a le m .4 On top of  t h i s ,  the Old 

Testament cannon had not as y e t  been c l e a r l y  d e f in ed ,  at l e a s t  in so 

far as C h r i s t i a n s  were concerned. Thus a p o c a ly p t ic  concepts could 

be and were borrowed from the apocrapha and the pseudepigrapha. 

Consequently a p o c a l y p t i c  e s t im a t e s  as to the time of C h r i s t ' s  second 

advent are  found in the e a r l y  Church in such works as the Ep i s t l e  of  

Barnabas. And, c u r i o u s l y ,  some o f  these have been picked up by 

modern, E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  P r o t e s t a n t s .

For exam ple ,  many e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s  e v id e n t ly  accepted the idea ,  

taken from the S l a v o n i c  Enoch and Barnabas ,  that  the thousand-year 

reign o f  C h r i s t  would fo l lo w  6,000 y e a rs  o f  human h i s t o r y  from the 

time o f  the c r e a t i o n  o f  mankind in Eden. I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  that  idea 

was common among B r i t i s h  and American a p o c a l y p t i c i s t s  from the 

seventeenth c e n t u r y  on to the p r e s e n t ,  and i s  s t i l l  found in the 

thinking o f  v a r i o u s  A d v e n t i s t  s e c t s .  J e h o v a h 's  Witnesses,  in f a c t ,  

se lec ted  19 7 5  f o r  the beginning o f  the Great T r ib u la t io n  p r e c i s e l y  

because th ey  b e l i e v e d  that  th at  year marked the end o f  6,000 y e a r s
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o f  human h i s t o r y . 5

Im p o r ta n t , to o ,  i s  the f a c t  t h a t  many id e a s  common to much of 

modern Anglo-American a p o c a l y p t i c i s m  came from p o s t - b i b l i c a l  

Ju d a ism ,  through m edieval  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  the R e fo rm e rs ,  seventeenth-  

and e ig h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  (in  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  i t s  forms) 

and in to  the n in e teen th  c e n t u r y .  Take f o r  example the s o - c a l l e d  

y e a r - d a y  p r i n c i p l e .

Although the b a s i s  fo r  the y e a r - d a y  p r i n c i p l e  -  in  which prophetic  

days in  D a n ie l  and R e v e l a t io n  are  i n t e r p r e t e d  as  y e a r s  -  i s  found at 

Numbers 1 4 : 3 4  and E z e k i e l  4 : 6 ,  the idea  was not a p p l i e d  to any other 

p r o p h e c ie s  w i th in  the Old Testament u n t i l  the time o f  Rabbi Akibah 

ben Jo sep h  (A.D. 5 0 - 1 3 2 ) .  Then i t  was to  the " s e v e n t y  weeks'* of

D an ie l  9 : 2 4 - 2 7 .  Only during the n in th  and ten th  c e n t u r i e s  was i t

used as a g e n e r a l  r u l e  to e x e g e t e  "day  p r o p h e c i e s "  w i th in  Daniel .

T h at ,  t o o ,  was done by v a r io u s  J e w i s h  r a b b i s . 6

E v e n t u a l l y ,  however, the y e a r - d a y  con cept  was in troduced  to 

Christendom by th a t  most f a c i n a t i n g  m ed ieva l  a p o c a l y p t i c ,  Joachim of 

F l o r i s ,  and through h i s  f o l l o w e r s  -  many o f  whom were mendicants 

-  to the W y c l i f f i t e s  and the R e fo rm ers .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  in the 

n in e t e e n th  c e n t u r y ,  as in p r e v io u s  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  

p r i n c i p l e  was taken up by many P r o t e s t a n t  d i v i n e s  and became a 

s tan dard  e x e g e t i c a l  t o o l  to determ ine the t im ing  o f  the Second 

Coming. B a s in g  h i s  work on the long t r a d i t i o n  o f  a p o c a ly p t ic  

s t u d i e s  c a r r i e d  out by such men as  Jo s e p h  Mede, John N a p ie r ,  S ir  

I s a a c  Newton and even King James I o f  G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  the Reverend

E . B .  E l l i o t  produced h i s  im portant  and i n f l u e n t i a l  Horae 

A p o c a l y p t i c a e , which advocated the y e a r - d a y  p r i n c i p l e .  So a concept
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s t i l l  f o l l o w e d  by many s e c t a r i a n  P r o t e s t a n t s  came from medieval

J e w e r y ,  through a p o c a l y p t i c  C a t h o l i c i s m  in to  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  and to

modern A nglo-Am erican  d i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s m  and s e c t a r i a n  

P r o t e s t a n t i s m . 7

But why have these  and o th er  id e a s  with  a J e w is h  o r i g i n  blossomed 

w ith  such v i g o r  in  the world o f  E v a n g e l i c a l  and s e c t a r i a n  

A nglo-Am erican  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ?  The answer in p a r t  seems to be: (1)

the " f l a t  p l a i n "  concept  o f  the n atu re  o f  the Holy S c r i p t u r e s  as

d eve lo p ed  in  C a lv in i s m  and d is se m in a te d  throughout B r i t a i n  by 

C a l v i n i s t s  w i th in  the P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  A n g l ica n  and s e p a r a t i s t

t r a d i t i o n s ;  (2) the i n s i s t e n c e  upon a h i s t o r i c i s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

the book o f  R e v e l a t i o n  as a c o n t in u a t io n  o f  D a n i e l ' s  prophecy in 

o r d e r ,  l a r g e l y ,  to  p i c t u r e  the Church o f  Rome as the H ar lo t  o f

B a b y lo n ;  and (3) the p e c u l i a r  s p e c u la t io n s  o f  a number o f  e a r l y  

n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  B r i t i s h  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  most of  whom were members 

o f  the Church o f  En g lan d .

Once the " f l a t  p l a i n "  concept  o f  the nature o f  the S c r i p t u r e s  

became g e n e r a l  c u r re n c y  in  the E n g l i s h - s p e a k in g  world,  much 

a t t e n t i o n  began to be g iv e n  to Old Testament prophecy. S in c e ,

however, many Old Testament p ro p h e c ie s  had not been f u l f i l l e d  

l i t e r a l l y  on I s r a e l ,  P r o t e s t a n t s  began to t r y  to determine how they 

would be f u l f i l l e d  on the Church. Then, too ,  with a h i s t o r i c i s t

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  R e v e l a t i o n ,  they o f t e n  began to e x p la in  the New 

Testament in  terms o f  the Old in a l i t e r a l  fa sh io n  rather  than in a 

s p i r i t u a l  one as  had been done more commonly by C h r i s t i a n s  in past  

c e n t u r ie s .  To many such P r o t e s t a n t s  a wooden b i b l i o l a t r y  rep laced  

the C h r i s t  even t  ( th a t  occurence  through which the Word became f l e s h
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and dw elt  among us) as the c e n t r e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  h e rm e n e u t ic s ;  and the 

Good News o f  C h r i s t ' s  b i r t h ,  l i f e ,  d e a t h ,  r e s u r r e c t i o n  and ascension 

with the s e a l i n g  o f  the Church f o r  s a l v a t i o n  began to be replaced 

with  another "good news" -  the good news o f  a f u t u r e ,  f a r more 

l i t e r a l l y  " J e w i s h "  m ess ian ic  kingdom, o f t e n  seen as  o c c u r r in g  here 

on e a r t h .

E v e n t u a l l y  t h i s  o u t lo o k ,  coupled with  the e v e n t s  o f  the French

R e v o lu t io n ,  caused a number o f  B r i t i s h  E v a n g e l i c a l s  to  come together

to e s t a b l i s h  what has amounted to the b a s i c  e s c h a t o l o g y  fo r  the type

o f  p h i l o - J u d a i c , p r e - m i l l e n n i a l i s t  e s c h a t o l o g y  which in i t s  many

forms dominates so much o f  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  and sectarian

Anglo-American P r o t e s t a n t i s m  and which i s  coming to  in f lu e n c e  many

o t h e r s  as w e l l .  These men g a th e re d  t o g e t h e r  in what were known as

the A lb u ry  Park P ro p h e t ic  C o n fe r e n c e s ,  he ld  j u s t  o u t s i d e  London, and

l a t e r  in  the Powerscourt  C o n fe re n ce s  in  I r e l a n d . 8

Among those  who a ttended the A lb u ry  Park  C o n fe re n c e  were a number 

o f  men o f  f i r s t  r a t e  importance f o r  the l a t e r  h i s t o r y  o f  Evangel ica l  

P r o t e s t a n t i s m .  These were, s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Lew is  Way, Henry Drummond, 

Edward I r v i n g  and John Nelson Darby.

I t  was Way ( 1 7 7 2 - 1 8 4 0 ) ,  a w ea lth y  b a r r i s t e r ,  who took over the 

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  the S o c i e t y  f o r  Promoting C h r i s t i a n i t y  Amongst the 

Jew s  and p u b l i sh ed  i t s  j o u r n a l ,  The J e w i s h  E x p o s i t o r . As C a r l  Olof 

Jo n sso n  s a y s :  "Under the pen-name B a s i l i c u s ,  from 1820 to 1822 Way

p u b l i sh e d  a s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  in t h a t  j o u r n a l  on C h r i s t ' s  second 

coming, expounding h i s  p r e m i l l e n n i a l  v i e w s .  These a r t i c l e s ,  as well 

as h i s  e a r l i e r  L e t t e r s  on the same s u b j e c t  (p u b l ish ed  in 18 16),  

s t r o n g l y  in f lu e n c e d  many s tu d e n ts  o f  the p r o p h e c i e s ,  among them
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Henry Drummond."9 Thus Way d id  much to promote the idea th at  the

Jews s t i l l  had a major r o l e  to  p l a y  in s a l v a t i o n  h i s t o r y ;  and i t  was

he who f i r s t  s u g g e s te d  the A lb u ry  Park  C o n feren ce ,  l a r g e l y  as a

C h r i s t i a n  a n t i d o t e  to c u r r e n t  l i b e r a l  i d e a s . 10

But the r o l e s  o f  many o f  the o th er  f i g u r e s  who attended the Albury

Park  C o n fe re n c e s  a re  g e n e r a l l y  b e t t e r  known. John Nelson Darby, a

major f i g u r e  a t  those  C o n fe re n ce s  and l a t e r ,  a t  the Powerscourt

C o n fe re n c e s  as  w e l l ,  became a major f i g u r e  in the spread o f  many of

the id e a s  g e n e ra te d  a t  A lb u ry  Park as has been d i s c u s s e d  in d e t a i l

by E r n e s t  Sandeen.11 Darby and the Plymouth B r e t h r e n ,  o f  whom he 

became a-m ajor  o r g a n iz e r  and spokesman, became the " l i t t l e  bump th at  

ferm ented  a g r e a t  l o a f "  or -  in some p e rso n s '  v iews -  a whole s e r i e s  

o f  l o a v e s  o f  r a t h e r  h a l f - b a k e d  b read .  For i t  was Darby and the 

B r e t h r e n  who spread  the idea  o f  a p r e - t r i b u l a t i o n  raptu re  o f  the 

s a i n t s  and the "two s t a g e  coming" o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a t  the beginning 

o f  the m il lennium  -  id e a s  s t i l l  expounded by persons such as R y r i e ,  

G o etz ,  L in d s e y  and o t h e r s .  Futhermore,  i t  was these  concepts as 

p l a g i a r i z e d  and expounded by g r e a t  numbers o f  orthodox P ro t e s t a n t  

c l e r g y  t h a t  have come to i n f lu e n c e  the D a l l a s  School o f  Theology, 

J e h o v a h ' s  W itn esses  and the World-Wide Church o f  God, to name but a 

few.

But where d id  th ese  s t r a n g e  and ra th e r  novel  id eas  o r i g i n a t e ?  In

The I n c r e d i b l e  Cover Up, Dave MacPherson c la im s  th at  the " s e c r e t

ra p tu re "  or " t w o - s t a g e  coming id ea"  o r i g i n a t e d  in the e c s t a t i c

u t t e r a n c e s  o f  a Miss M argaret  Macdonald o f  Glasgow, Scot land  who was

e a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  with  Edward I r v i n g  o f  the C a t h o l i c  A p o s t o l i c  Church

a n d Darby h i m s e l f . 12 But in a rec en t  a r t i c l e  in The B i b l e  Examiner,
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C a r l  O lo f  Jon sson  d em onstra tes  c l e a r l y  t h a t  i t  was Henry Drummond

who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  them.13

I n f lu e n c e d  by I r v i n g ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  from the S p a n is h  o f  The Coming

o f  Messiah in G lo ry  and Maj e s t y  by Ju an  J o s a f a t  Manuel de Lucunza,

Drummond produced what Jo n s so n  c a l l s  " t h e  embryo o f  the secret

p r e - t r i b u l a t i o n  r a p t u r e  th e o ry  or the 'two s t a g e  coming i d e a . " 14

But what does t h i s  p e c u l i a r  con cept  have to  do w ith  the Jewish 

n ature  o f  modern p r e - m i l l e n n i a l , Anglo-American  fu n d a m e n ta l i s t  and 

s e c t a r i a n  a p o c a l y p t i c i s m ?  E v i d e n t l y  a g r e a t  d e a l .  For i t  was 

Drummond h im s e l f  who made the id ea  o f  the r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  f l e s h ly  

I s r a e l i t e s  to P a l e s t i n e  and t h e i r  u l t im a t e  c o n v e r s io n  to  C h r i s t  part 

and p a r c e l  o f  what i s  now the d i s p e n s a t i o n a l  system  o f  ap o c a ly p t ic .  

W rit in g  in the t r a c t  "The Lord i s  a t  Hand,"  p u b l i s h e d  in 1828, 

Drummond w rote :

"The day o f  the Lord" c o n s i s t s  o f  many p a r t s ,  l i k e  every  
oth er  day ,  and d i f f e r e n t  a c t s  a re  to  be performed in 
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  i t .  The morning i s  t h a t  which i s  f i x e d  
fo r  the r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  as B ish op  H o r s le y  has w e l l  shown on 
P s a l .  XXX.3 , 5 .  The r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  the Je w s  from a l l  lands ,  
and e s t a b l i s h m e n t  in t h e i r  own, i s  not an a c t  t h a t  can take 
p la c e  in  the tw in k l in g  o f  an e y e ,  but must be g r a d u a l  and 
p r o g r e s s i v e ;  the r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  the dead s a i n t s ,  and the 
changing o f  the l i v i n g ,  i s  not a g r a d u a l  and p r o g r e s s i v e ,  
but a sudden and in s t a n t a n e o u s  a c t ;  c o n s e q u e n t ly  the l a t t e r  
must take  p la c e  a t  some moment o f  the p r o g r e s s  o f  the 
form er .  . . .

During the war, then ,  which su c c e e d s  the changing o f  the 
e l e c t ,  the o n ly  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  Jeh o vah  which w i l l  be l e f t  on 
the e a r t h ,  w i l l  be the J e w s ,  and a prom ise  i s  s t i l l  to them 
t h a t  they  s h a l l  be brought out o f  a l l  t r o u b l e ,  and 
r e - e s t a b l i s h  in t h e i r  own la n d ;  and t h a t  a t  the v e r y  moment 
o f  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  s t r a i t ,  the Lord s h a l l  m a n i f e s t  h im s e l f  on 
t h e i r  b e h a l f .  Thus the appearance  o f  the Lord to r a i s e  h is  
s a i n t s ,  and h i s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  a g a i n ,  in o rd e r  to  save  h is  
n a t i o n a l  I s r a e l ,  seem to be d i s t a n t  from each o th er  by a l l  
t h a t  p e r io d  occupied  by the war o f  Armageddon, du r ing  which 
time the Lord may be, though on e a r t h ,  y e t  i n v i s i b l e  to a l l

15
but h i s  r i s e n  s a i n t s .
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This a l l  shows v e r y  c l e a r l y  that the full-blown tradition of 

modern p h i l o - J u d a i s m  w i t h i n  E v a n g e l i c a l  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  g o e s  b a c k  a t

l e a s t  to  1 8 2 8 .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a  s y m p a t h y

towards the Je w s  among E n g l i s h - s p e a k in g  C h r i s t i a n  conservatives 

which, in a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  has helped g r e a t l y  
to blunt the extreme

a n t i - se m it i s m  which has a f f e c t e d  other p a r t s
 of Christendom so

s e r i o u s l y  in  the n in e te e n th  and twentiet h  
c e n t u r i e s .  Y e t  i t  h a s  h a d 

i t s  n e g a t i v e  s i d e ,  to o .  Often it has led to the unwarranted
 

sp e c u la t io n  o f  a p o c a l y p t i c  d a t e - s e t t i n g  as with the M i l l e r i t e s ,  

A d ven t is t s  and J e h o v a h ' s  W itn esses .  Sometimes i t  has brought about

a q u i e t i s t  r e t r e a t  from s o c i a l  i s s u e s or, 
m o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  t o

involvement in  r i g h t - w in g  p o l i t i c s  in the s t y l e  of  the Moral 

M a jo r i ty ,  a R io s  Mont in  Guatemala or a Ronald Reagan in the white 

House. And c u r i o u s l y ,  i t  has led to a r e a l l y  strange prevers ion  of 

the Je w is h  and C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n s  in the a t t i t u d e  of  former 

American s e c r e t a r y  o f  the I n t e r i o r  James Watt: " i f  j e s u s  i s  coming

to take us home soon, th ere  i s  no p a r t i c u l a r l y  good reason to 

preserve  the en v iron m en t . "  Furthermore, C h r i s t  can r e s t o re  i t  

anyway. But even more s e r i o u s l y ,  i t  has f r e q u e n t ly  g iven to 

Anglo-Saxon P r o t e s t a n t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s t r a n g e ly  l e g a l i s t i c ,  Jew ish  

cast  out o f  harmony with the s p i r i t  o f  p r im i t iv e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

i t s e l f .  And f i n a l l y ,  a l l  too o f ten  as with the "Lovers  of  I s r a e l , "  

i t  has caused  C h r i s t i a n  d i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s t s  to take a p o l i t i c a l  

p o s i t io n  tow ards  the modern s t a t e  o f  I s r a e l  which i s  a l to g e th e r  too 

lacking in  moral d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  Their  motto f re q u e n t ly  seems to be 

" I s r a e l ,  r i g h t  or wrong. But s t i l l  God's p eo p le . "
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C h a r le s  C. R y r i e ,  The F i n a l  Countdown (Wheaton, I l l . :  V ic to r

Books,  1 9 7 2 .  W ill iam  R. G o etz ,  A p o c a ly p se  Next B e a v e r l o d g e ,  A l t a . :

Horizon House P u b l i s h e r s ,  19 8 0 ) .
2

Stephen T r a v i s ,  The J e s u s  Hope (Downers Grove,  I l l . ;

I n t e r V a r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p. 8 1 .
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